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Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation

Thank you very much for attending the “Strad. & del Gesu
Concert 2010 ~ 1736 Violins ‘Muntz’ ~ ”.

It is over 16 years since Nippon Music Foundation started
the “Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments” project, one
of the Foundation’s main pillars of activities. The Foundation
has now come to own 19 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del
Gesu, and as a custodian of the world cultural assets,
maintains these precious instruments for future generations
and loans them gratis to promising musicians regardless of
their nationalities.

We are pleased to present a concert featuring two
outstanding violins owned by the Foundation; the Stradivarius
1736 Violin “Muntz” and the Guarneri del Gesu 1736 Violin
“Muntz”. We hope that you will enjoy the timbre of the two
violins made in the same year by the two great masters.

The Stradivarius “Muntz” will be played by Ms. Yuki
Manuela Janke, one of the leading violinists among her
generation. Residing in Germany, she has won at renowned
international competitions including the Paganini, the
Tchaikovsky and the Sarasate. The Guarneri del Gesu
“Muntz” will be played by Ms. Reiko Watanabe. Residing in
New York, she is distinguished by her superb technique and
interpretation. She performed on both violins “Muntz”, which
have different characters, at the Foundation’s concert in 2007.
The pianist Ms. ltsuko Sakano is active giving concerts and
teaching at Kunitachi College of Music High School where she
graduated from.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous
support to make this concert possible.
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Edvard Hagerup Grieg (1843-1907)
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Violin Sonata No. 3 in C minor, Op. 45 (1887)
I Allegro molto ed appassionato
Il Allegretto espressivo alla Romanza
Il Allegro animato
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Yuki Manuela Janke, Stradivarius 1736 Violin “Muntz”
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Leos$ Janacek (1854-1928)
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Sonata in A flat minor for Violin and Piano (1922)

I Con moto Il Balada. Con moto

Il Allegretto IV Adagio
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Reiko Watanabe, Guarneri del Gesu 1736 Violin “Muntz”
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Pablo de Sarasate (1844-1908)
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Navarra for 2 Violins and Piano, Op. 33 (1889)

E1IrAAY Y EDIHF, 1st vn: Reiko Watanabe
FE2TIrAFYY : BHFEIXLIS -4, 2nd vn: Yuki Manuela Janke

E7 ./ iIkRBFEF  Piano: ltsuko Sakano



Stradivarius 1736 ) AN Guarneri del Gesu
Violin “Muntz” - 1736 Violin “Muntz”
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Recognized as the most illustrious violinmaker in the history,
Antonio Stradivari (1644-1737) learned the Cremonese violin-
making from the famed violinmaker Nicold Amati (1596-1684).
“Stradivarius” is known for its tonal beauty, as well as elegance
and preciseness of its form.

Another violinmaker comparable to Stradivari is Bartolomeo
Giuseppe Antonio Guarneri (1698-1744), whose grandfather
Andrea Guarneri (1626-1698) was a pupil of Nicold Amati.
Instruments made by Giuseppe bears a label inside with a
cross and the cipher “IHS” depicting Jesus or Gesu in ltalian.
Therefore they are cherished as “del Gesu”, having a reputation
for its tonal depth, powerful sound and ability to withstand
strong bow pressure.

The two violins Muntz were named after amateur violinist
Mr. H. M. Muntz of Birmingham, who owned them in the late
1800s.
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Reiko Watanabe (violin)

At the age of 15, Reiko Watanabe became the grand-prize
winner of the 50th Music Competition of Japan as the
youngest ever in its history. Since then she has gone to
capture top honours at various prestigious international
competitions including the Paganini, the G. B. Viotti and the
Joseph Gingold Competitions. She studied at The Juilliard
School on full scholarship and obtained her master’s degrees
in 1992,

She has been performing with such leading orchestras as the
BBC Symphony Orchestra, the Russian National Orchestra,
the Bamberg Symphony and the NHK Symphony Orchestra.
She gave her debut recital at the Lincoln Center in New York
in 1999. At the Hamarikyu Asahi Hall in 2004, she gave recital
series based around the music of Brahms, which were highly
acclaimed not only for her superb performances, but also for
their unique programming. She also participates in numerous
music festivals such as the Ravinia Festival and the Stresa
Festival.

Her debut CD Berg's Violin Concerto with the Staatskapelle
Dresden under the baton of Giuseppe Sinopoli was highly
acclaimed soon after it was released from the Teldec Label in
1997. Other recordings include “Carmen Fantasy”, “Bach Solo
Sonatas and Partitas” and “Tchaikovsky and Shostakovich
Concertos” with the St. Petersburg Academic Symphony
Orchestra.

Since 2004, she has been giving series of lectures on “Music
and Performance” at the Akita International University as a
professor.

Reiko Watanabe has performed on the Stradivarius 1709 Violin
“Engleman” from August 1996 to October 2001 on loan from
Nippon Music Foundation.
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Yuki Manuela Janke (violin)

Yuki Manuela Janke was born to a German father and a
Japanese mother in 1986 in Munich and received her first violin
lessons at the age of three. After the early success at the age
of five at “Jugend Musiziert”, a German competition for young
musicians, she made her successful debut as a soloist with a
German orchestra when she was nine. She has been studying
at the Mozarteum University in Salzburg with Igor Ozim.

In 2004 Yuki Manuela won the top prize at the International
Paganini Competition as well as all of the three special prizes.
In 2007 she was awarded the third prize at the International
Tchaikovsky Competition and the first prize at the Sarasate
International Violin Competition. She was given awards at
various international competitions such as the Louis-Spohr
Competition, the Johannes-Brahms Competition, the Leopold-
Mozart Violin Competition and the Long-Thibaud Competition.

Yuki Manuela has been performing with notable orchestras
including the Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, the WDR
Sinfonieorchester Kéln, the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields,
the National Philharmonic Orchestra of Russia and the NHK
Symphony Orchestra. Apart from her career as a soloist, she
enjoys playing chamber music with her sister and her two
brothers.

She released her debut CD “Yuki Manuela Janke - Violin
Recital” from the German label Ram in 2006, which includes
pieces by Paganini, Tchaikovsky and Saint-Saéns.

Yuki Manuela Janke has been performing on the Stradivarius
1736 Violin “Muntz” on loan from Nippon Music Foundation
since November 2007.
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Itsuko Sakano (piano)

Born in Kyoto, Itsuko Sakano took first piano lessons at the
age of three. After studying at the Kunitachi College of Music
Senior High School, she graduated from the Kunitachi College
of Music in Tokyo at the top of the class of piano major and
received the Takeoka Prize. She continued her studies at the
Soloist Diploma Course of the Toho Gakuen School of Music.

She has been given awards at both domestic and international
competitions such as the top prize at the 7th Trio di Trieste
International Chamber Music Competition at duo category and
the second prize at the 69th Music Competition of Japan. As
an accompanist and a chamber musician, she participates
in various chamber music projects including the NHK-FM,
the Miyazaki International Music Festival and the Karuizawa
International Music Festival.

Aside from her concert activities, she teaches at the Kunitachi
College of Music Senior High School.
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Instruments and Recipients

(Nationality)
Stradivarius
Paganini Quartet = Tokyo String Quartet
1680 Violin “Paganini” Kikuei Ikeda (Japan)
1727 Violin “Paganini” Martin Beaver (Canada)
1731 Viola “Paganini” Kazuhide Isomura (Japan)
1736 Cello “Paganini” Clive Greensmith (UK)
Violin
1700 “Dragonetti” Veronika Eberle (Germany)
1702 “Lord Newlands” Sergey Khachatryan (Armenia)
1708 “Huggins” Ray Chen (Australia)
1709 “Engleman” Lisa Batiashvili (Germany)
1710 “Camposelice” Hyun-Su Shin (Korea)
1714 “Dolphin” Akiko Suwanai (Japan)
1715 “Joachim” Geza Hosszu-Legocky (Switzerland)
1716 “Booth” Arabella Miho Steinbacher (Germany)
1717 “Sasserno” Viviane Hagner (Germany)
1721 “Lady Blunt”
1722 “Jupiter” Manrico Padovani (Switzerland)
1725 “Wilhelmj” Baiba Skride (Latvia)
1736 “Muntz” Yuki Manuela Janke (Germany)
Cello
1696 “Lord Aylesford” Danjulo Ishizaka (Japan)
1730 “Feuermann” Steven Isserlis (UK)
Guarneri del Gesu
Violin
1736 “Muntz” Reiko Watanabe (Japan)
1740 “Ysaye”

as of June 2010
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